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opening day of the session. No such action had ever
been taken by the legislature, which usually contented
itself with electing presiding officers for the two houses on
the first day, if it did so much as that.

But she thought "time was of the essence" of the
action. She later made a report of the year's work to
the national association, but in that report1 she gives
no idea of the labor involved in the undertaking. It
meant speaking and writing and returning to the old
activities of 1913-14. On the Fourth of July, for example,
she went to Pikeville in the coal region and wrote delight-
fully of the trip.

A trip down the Big Sandy Valley from Ashland to Pikeville is a
joy forever. Even July heat is tempered by the deep green of the
hills and the rippling of the clear water over the little pebbles or
the sandy bottoms. Because the view is better one almost forgives
the C. & 0. Railroad for charging for parlor car seats in a car where
there are neither wire gauze nor cinder fenders. But in spite of
cinders in one's eyes, one is glad to be able to get a seat even by
paying extra for it, on this crowded day before the Fourth, when all
Big Sandy is journeying to Pikeville for the Homecoming of its
soldiers.

The Homecoming was indeed a picturesque and joyous occasion.
The people poured in all the day before and during the early
morning. And from the beginning of the program until late at
night, when the last of the splendid fireworks had gone out, women
and children, old men and boys in khaki, enjoyed themselves with-
out a single untoward incident, with a friendliness and order that
would convert anyone to believe that a Fourth of July can always
be a sane Fourth when the country has gone dry.

Mrs. John W. Langley, the chairman of the Red Cross Com-
mittee that had the day in,charge, had omitted no detail to add to
the comfort and happiness of her guests. From the great flags of
the Allied countries that swung over the campus, loaned by the
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